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BIST-FBA Fellows  

Applicant Guidelines 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAMME 

The Barcelona Institute of Science and Technology (BIST) 

The Barcelona Institute of Science and Technology (BIST) is a multidisciplinary research institution 
that brings together seven Catalan research centres of excellence. BIST promotes and supports 
collaboration among members of its diverse scientific community with the goal of playing a leading 
role in expanding the frontiers of knowledge. The constituent centres of the BIST are the Centre for 
Genomic Regulation (CRG), the Institute for Bioengineering of Catalonia (IBEC), the Institute of 
Photonic Sciences (ICFO), the   Institute of Chemical Research of Catalonia (ICIQ), the  Catalan 
Institute of Nanosciences and Nanotechnology (ICN2), the Institute for High Energy Physics (IFAE), 
and the Institute for Research in Biomedicine  (IRB Barcelona). 

 

The Fundació Bosch Aymerich Fellows (FBA Fellows) 

The Bosch Aymerich Foundation supports the new FBA Fellows Programme, which aims to attract 
new scientific talent over the next three years. The programme, launched in collaboration with 
BIST and the Universitat Internacional de Catalunya (UIC Barcelona), aims to boost research and 
teaching excellence in the field of health (specially in precision medicine) and energy and 
environmental sustainability. Our society today faces complex challenges in these areas and 
addressing them requires a transversal and multidisciplinary perspective in order to drive frontier 
research and improve the training of new generations of researchers and professionals. The 
Bosch Aymerich Foundation strives towards helping generate the necessary synergies. 

BIST wants to attract outstanding experienced early-career postdoctoral researchers to join 
strategic research initiatives promoted within BIST, contributing with their talent and energy to 
achieve research excellence and societal impact. BIST provides a supporting and stimulating 
working environment and a training programme to encourage their researcher’s professional 
development. Candidates for the FBA Fellows programme will undergo a selection process based 
on Open, Transparent and Merit-based Recruitment (OTM-R) selection criteria and following the 
San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment (SFDORA) principles.  
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FBA Fellows Programme for BIST-hosted fellows 

The FBA Fellows Programme for BIST-hosted fellows (BIST-FBA fellows) is a 3-year postdoctoral 
programme intended to attract three brilliant Junior Postdocs (R2). The programme has been 
designed to offer them very high-quality research opportunities and training skills in a 
multidisciplinary environment.    

BIST-FBA Fellows will have full access to facilities, seminars and training programmes of the BIST 
centres. Networking activities shall facilitate inter-centre and inter-disciplinary exchanges and 
collaboration. Among other topics, Fellows may receive training in leadership, entrepreneurial skills 
and technology transfer topics, such as industrial and intellectual property, industrial collaborations, 
spin-off development, and other related subjects. Also, BIST offers a “Science to Business” course  
to raise awareness of business opportunities and also accelerate the transfer to the market of 
technologies developed at BIST centres. 

Each BIST centre offers an internationally renowned, attractive research environment, 
complemented by a range of training activities that will help highly qualified early-career scientists 
to develop the skills necessary for a successful career. The high interdisciplinary nature of BIST 
makes it an excellent setting for fellows to access an extensive offer of scientific seminars, courses 
and workshops. 

 

Terms  

1. The BIST-FBA fellows will be offered a three-year contract (academic years 20-21 through 
22-23, approximately). Fellows will be appointed in one of the 7 BIST centers. 
• Centre for Genomic Regulation (CRG) 
• Institute for Bioengineering of Catalonia (IBEC) 
• Institute of Photonic Sciences (ICFO) 
• Institute of Chemical Research of Catalonia (ICIQ) 
• Catalan Institute of Nanosciences and Nanotechnology (ICN2) 
• Institute for High Energy Physics (IFAE) 
• Institute for Research in Biomedicine (IRB Barcelona) 

2. The gross yearly salary in the contract shall be around 33.000 euros, split into 12 monthly 
payments. This salary includes full social security coverage (health and accident 
insurance), as well as pension and unemployment benefits. 

3. In addition to the salary, international postdocs will receive a relocation allowance of 
2.000 euros in the first year. 

4. BIST-FBA fellows will have the opportunity of collaborating with the UIC in research, 
teaching, and other academic activities 
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APPLICATIONS TO THE FBA FELLOWS PROGRAMME FOR BIST-HOSTED FELLOWS 

 

Call Structure 

The call for candidatures will be open to all candidates but special eligibility criteria and a multistep 
evaluation procedure will apply. There are no restrictions on gender, age, ethnic groups, national 
or social origin, religion or belief, sexual orientation, language, disability, political opinion, and 
social or economic conditions. BIST and its associated centres are committed to pro-active policies 
on equal opportunities and gender issues. 

Please review the eligibility and evaluation criteria and carefully read the instructions on how to 
submit an application before applying. 

Applications will exclusively be accepted through the online application platform. You will be 
informed on the state of your application at all stages. The main means of communication during 
the formal process will be by e-mail. The entire selection process will be managed under strict 
control of privacy rules. 

Next call schedule: 

Call is open: July 8th – October 6th 

Interview with candidates:  November 24th – November 27th 

Notification finalists: December 11th 

Incorporation foreseen from: February 1st 
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Research Topics  

Please, kindly note that you can select up to 3 research topics in preference order on the online 
application form (from one or more host centres) and you will be evaluated by each review panel. 
If ranked as finalist, you will be only offered a fellowship position at the host institutions which have 
selected you as a shortlisted candidate.  

A broad range of research topics are offered by BIST research centres. Beyond the list of research 
topics related to the three BIST research initiatives, you can find other interesting topics by visiting 
centres websites. 

Areas of interest: 

1. Science and Technology of Health 

• Precision Medicine / Healthy Aging / Infectious Diseases 

2. Energy and Environmental Sustainability 

• Nano- and Bioengineering for Pollution Remediation / Clean Energy / Sustainable 
Production 

3. Quantum Physics and Its Technological Applications 

• Graphene and other 2D Materials / Quantum Methods in Biology / Sensing, Imaging 
and Spectroscopy 

Other areas of interest may be entertained, if they are relevant to one or more BIST centres. Also, 
research proposals potentially involving two or more BIST centres are encouraged but 
required. 

 

CRG 

CRG is a Barcelona-based international biomedical research institute at the forefront of life sciences 
research. Its excellence is based on an interdisciplinary, motivated and creative scientific team 
supported by high-end and innovative technologies. 
https://www.crg.eu/en/ 

 

IBEC 

IBEC conducts interdisciplinary research of excellence at the frontiers of engineering and life 
sciences. Researchers generate new knowledge by combining fields like nanomedicine, 
biophysics, biotechnology, tissue engineering, and the applications of health information 
technology. 
http://www.ibecbarcelona.eu/ 
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ICFO 

ICFO conducts frontier research in diverse areas in which photonic sciences play an enabling 
role, also fostering the translation of the newly generated knowledge to industry, hospitals, and 
society at large.  
https://www.icfo.eu/ 
 

ICIQ 

ICIQ is committed to research of excellence at the frontier of knowledge in two main areas: 
Catalysis and Renewable Energy. Research groups work on computational chemistry, CO2 
recycling, renewable fuels, catalysis and artificial photosynthesis.  
http://www.iciq.org/ 

 

ICN2 

ICN2’s research generates knowledge, materials, and devices at the nanoscale for use in the broad 
fields of information and communication technologies, health, energy, and the environment. The 
ICN2 community includes over 250 members and 18 research groups. 
https://icn2.cat/en/ 
 

IFAE 

IFAE conducts experimental and theoretical research at the frontiers of fundamental physics, 
namely particle physics, astrophysics, and cosmology. It also develops cutting-edge detector 
technologies, medical physics devices, and quantum computing technologies. 
http://www.ifae.es/eng/ 

 

IRB Barcelona 

IRB Barcelona is a world-class research centre devoted to providing ground-breaking solutions for 
unmet medical needs. It hosts 26 research groups whose major research challenges are cancer 
and ageing.  
https://www.irbbarcelona.org/en 

 

  



  
 
 
 
 
 

BIST-FBA Fellows • Application Guidelines   6 

Eligibility criteria 

To be admitted to the review process, candidates must comply with the following eligibility criteria: 

• Present a complete application including all requested compulsory information and 
documentation. 

• PhD Degree: You must hold a PhD, valid prior to the incorporation at a BIST centre, and granted 
within the past five years, counting back from the call opening. Exceptions will be made for 
documented periods of parental leave, a serious illness or other hardships. These must be fully 
explained and properly documented in the application. If you have not obtained your PhD at 
the time your application is submitted, please state the expected date of your degree and 
provide documentary evidence to support your statement. 

• Publication as main author: You must have at least one publication as main author (either 
accepted or published) in an international reputed journal at the time of the submission 
deadline. 

• Letters of reference: You must submit two reference letters by the submission deadline. 

• A short research proposal: You must submit a short research proposal (2 pages) with the 
agreement of at least one group leader from a BIST research centre. 

• Accomplishments: A list of up to three of your most important scientific/scholarly research 
accomplishments – apart from academic publications – such as awards, conference papers, 
keynote speeches, important research projects, research data, software, codes, preprints, 
exhibitions, knowledge transfer, science communication, patents or licenses. 

 

 

Evaluation and Selection 

The selection process will follow the principles of OTM-R. BIST also shares the SFDORA principles, 
by which evaluators are discouraged to rely only on journal-based metrics (such as Journal Impact 
Factors). Therefore, for the purposes of research assessment, BIST considers the value of all 
research output, including qualitative indicators of research impact, such as influence on policy and 
practice. The selection process consists of the following three stages:. 

 

Step 1: 

Candidates must submit their application through the Slideroom platform. They must provide with 
their application: an updated CV, letter of intent, two letters of reference, two-page executive 
summary of a research proposal, list of accomplishments and a supporting letter from a group 
leader from one of the seven BIST centres.  



  
 
 
 
 
 

BIST-FBA Fellows • Application Guidelines   7 

Each centre will define an internal review panel and nominate the chair of the panel.  

Once the call is closed, every Internal Review Panel will evaluate remotely all information provided 
by applicants who have selected their centre as first preference. The chair of each Internal Review 
Panel will send the list of 3 top ranked candidates who will be named as pre-selected candidates. 
A fourth candidate is allowed if he or she is to be involved in a project with at least two BIST 
centres. The chair of the Internal Selection Panel will submit a supporting letter for each pre-selected 
candidate into the Slideroom Platform. The supporting letter must highlight their academic and 
research achievement and the major potential contribution of their involvement into this 
programme. Gender diversity policies in effect at each BIST centre will be taken into consideration 
when determining the internal review panel and candidate selection.  

The evaluation criteria to be applied to Step 1 are: 

• Scientific achievements: results, previous research experience and skills, scientific results, 
awards, intersectoral and international links etc. (50%) 

• Motivation and potential impact on the candidate’s career (30%) 

• References: referees’ evaluation, referees’ experience (20%) 

 

 

Step 2: 

All pre-selected candidates will be then evaluated by an External Review Panel. Only candidates 
having letters of support from BIST centres are eligible for evaluation at this stage.  

The External Review Panel will rank pre-selected candidates and invite the 10 top-ranked finalists 
for an online interview.  

Following the online interviews, the external review panel will propose a ranked list of all finalists. 

The evaluation criteria to be applied here are: 

External Review Panel will evaluate based on application material, the supporting letter submitted 
by the chair of Internal Review Panel and the results of the Personal Interview. 

• Quality of Scientific Career (40%): considering scientific achievements,  
• Scientific merit of the research proposal (20%): Scientific quality and originality of the 

proposal in alignment with BIST main research initiatives.  
• Impact on the candidate’s career development and prospective, as well as strategic 

relevance (40%): increased learning curve of the candidate; expose to new ideas and 
areas; interaction with different groups and centres, internationalization strategy, tech 
transfer (where applicable), etc 
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Step 3: 

The list of ranked finalists will be ratified by a joint panel of UIC and BIST representatives, to 
produce the final decision aligned with the mission of the FBA Fellows Programme. 

 

General Considerations 

BIST is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the basis of nationality, gender 
or disability.  

Intended re-integration of scientists after a career break is encouraged. Equal opportunities is a 
principle for the selection process. BIST and the participating centres aim at equal gender balance 
and pay special attention to candidatures coming from unfavourable conditions. 

Due to the large amount of applications received in previous calls, only applicants passing to 
subsequent evaluation steps will be informed on the progress at all stages of the process. The 
candidates being interviewed will receive an evaluation report for their candidature should they 
request it. The default means for communication is e-mail through fellows@bist.eu. 

Merit threshold: The FBA Fellows Programme offers prestigious and well-funded fellowships, and 
as such, a threshold of merit is required. Should the evaluators at any stage of the selection process 
deem the quality of the applicants is below this threshold, the call will be declared void and a new 
call for candidates may be issued.  
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PREPARING AN APPLICATION 

The on-line submission platform for the first call will be open from July 6th, 2020. The deadline for 
the submission of applications is October 6th, 2020 at noon (CET). 

Before start applying, please carefully read the below instructions. 

 

Applications checklist for the initial submission 

By the deadline, the following documentation and information needs to be presented to be eligible: 

1. Application form on personal data (online form to be filled in) 

• Basic personal data and contact information 

2. Application form on background (online form to be filled in) 

• Specific background information on PhD title, previous works, results, awards, etc. 

• Upload of the PhD certificate or substituting document issued by the corresponding 
University or evidence on expected date for submission. 

• Publication as main author: You must have at least one publication as main author (either 
accepted or published) in an international reputed journal at the time of the submission 
deadline (online form to be filled in). 

• Accomplishments: A list of up to three of your most important scientific/scholarly research 
accomplishments – in addition to academic publications – such as awards, conference 
papers, keynote speeches, important research projects, research data, software, codes, 
preprints, exhibitions, knowledge transfer, science communication, patents or licenses 
(online form to be filled in). 

• Indication of the preferred research topic (up to 3 research topic in preference order) 

• Indication of 2 reference persons who endorse your candidature 

• Additional information relevant for the application and the eligibility, if applicable 

3. Letter of motivation (document upload) 

• The cover letter addresses research interests and motivation for the application, as well as the 
applicant’s background and suitability for the fellowship. 
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4. Curriculum Vitae (document upload) 

• Applicants should indicate their scientific and professional trajectory and include information on 
publications, awards, research projects, patents and licenses, or other scientific merits. Candidates 
with career breaks or variations in the chronological sequence of their career steps are welcome 
to apply. 

5. A short research proposal: You must submit a short research proposal (2 pages) with the 
agreement of at least one group leader from a BIST research centre (document upload). 
Candidates whose research proposals pose ethical concerns must indicate this in their proposal. 
In any case an ‘Ethical Issues Form’ needs to be filled in and uploaded on the submission platform 
as part of the application. A research proposal that is finally submitted needs to have the hosting 
commitment of the corresponding group leader, in case of being finally selected. 

Applications cannot be updated after the submission. Only complete applications are eligible. 

After the deadline, applicants will be checked for eligibility. Non-eligible applicants will be rejected. 
The eligible candidates will be reviewed by the Internal selection panel at the Stage 1. Suitable 
candidates will be further evaluated by the external review panel at the stage 2. Candidates will 
be informed about the current status of their applications.  

à Start your application now 

 

 

Pre-selected candidates will be invited to an interview 

The pre-selected candidates from the selection Stage 2 will then be invited to an interview at BIST 
headquarters. Interviews should be on-site but can be remote if constraints exist. The focus will be 
on: 

• The candidates’ presentations of an executive summary of their background and research 
experience so far, 

• The candidates’ presentations of the research proposal. 

• Their justification of motivation for applying to the fellowship, as well as the expected 
impact it would have on their career prospective, 

As a tentative schedule, the interview will last 20 minutes plus 15 minutes of questions and answers. 

Candidates not passing the 70% evaluation threshold will be rejected. Rejected candidates have 
the right to appeal in justified cases, like evidence of bias or conflict of interest by evaluators, 
evidence of failure to have reasonably followed the published evaluation procedure, factual errors 
by evaluators that have substantially altered the outcome of evaluation. 
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The panels of BIST-FBA fellows programme will confirm the ranked list and successful candidates 
will be awarded the fellowship or put onto a reserve list according to a shortlist created by the 
selection panel. Awardees will be offered the fellowship that they would need to accept or reject 
within 1 week after the offer. Accepting the offer will start the incorporation process. All personal 
data will be treated confidentially. 

à Start your application now 

 

After Application 

Redress procedure 

In case you consider it necessary to redress the evaluation result, please direct your request through 
our contact form on bist.eu/education/bist-fba-fellows indicating the programme (BIST-FBA Fellows) 
and the call deadline. Please state clearly the reasons for your redress. Only justified requests that 
indicate serious doubts with complying the principles applicable to the evaluation and selection 
procedure can be taken into account and evaluated. 

Incorporation  

Accepting the offer of the grant will start the incorporation process. 

Requirements for starting your fellowship, in case of being selected: 

• You will have to take care of obtaining Visa, work permit and the Spanish Social Security number. 
You will also need to register residency in Spain in order to obtain the necessary tax number. Your 
future host organization will provide support and orientation where possible. 
• Sign a work contract with the host centre. The place of work will be at the host centre. The usual 
working conditions of the host apply to your fellowship. 

Living and working in Barcelona 

An exhaustive description on work and life in Catalonia can be found here: 
https://www.barcelona.cat/internationalwelcome/en 

Post award requirements 

The fellows will participate in the generation of the scientific and review reports for the BIST-FBA 
fellows programme commission wherever this is necessary. The same commission may require 
giving feedback on the programme and the personal experience of the fellow in it. Both can be 
necessary during and after the fellowship. In particular, the BIST-FBA Fellows will need to prepare 
a final report after the completion of their fellowship. This report should arrive the BIST project 
manager no later than eight weeks after the end of the fellowship. 


